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Here’s Hope for the
elderly and destitute

Apart from befriender service,
charity also does community
outreach, counselling, workshops

By STEPHANIE GWEE

HOPE keeps people alive.

When Madam Lee found herself homeless 13
gears ago, it was volunteers from Hope Worldwide

ingapore who encouraged her to carry on.

e organisation, which seeks to bring optimism
to the destitute, works with everyone from single
parents to low-income families and the elderly,
such as Madam Lee.

When she was thrown out of her five-room
apartment in Newton Road by her only son with on-
ly $2,000 in her bank account, the 72-year-old near-
ly gave up on life. She asked that her full name not
be used, but told The Straits Times in Mandarin: “I
could not get along with his wife, so he thought that
it was better for me to move out.”

She now lives in a home for the elderly in the
west, but admits that she feels lonely. The feeling is
eased somewhat by monthly visits from Hope Singa-
pore’s volunteers who play T-Eazmlezs, read the newspa-
pers to her and help with the gardening.

The faith-based organisation is a 16-year-old in-
ternational charity based in Philadelphia, in the
United States. Its inégg‘ore affiliate was set up in
1998 by the Central Christian Church.

Its senior befriender service includes an annual
clean-up and painting of homes for the elderlH. Last
year, more than 800 volunteers cleaned 50 flats.

Other community outreach E]rfogr_ammes include
health education and Family Life Education, and
workshops on marriage, parenting and inter-genera-
tional bonding. '
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